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DEFINITIONS
Resulting partly from Bangladesh’s British colonial history many of the civil service rules, regulations and definitions correspond to UK ones. This is the case for road traffic accidents and the definitions in this thesis correspond to the UK road traffic accidents. According to the Department of the Environment, Transport and Regions in Road Accidents in Great Britain-2007, the Casualty Report and by the Scottish Executive in Road Accidents Scotland, the definitions are given below:
· Road Traffic Accident: 
Involves personal injury occurring on the public highway (including footways) in which at least one road vehicle or a vehicle in collision with a pedestrian is involved and which becomes known to the police within 30 days of occurrence. The vehicle need not be moving and accidents involving stationary vehicles and pedestrians or users are included. One accident may give rise to several casualties. Damage-only accidents are not included in this thesis.

· Road Traffic Casualty:
 A person killed or injured in an accident. Casualties are sub-divided into Killed (Fatal Injury), Serious Injury (Grievous) and Slight Injury (Simple).

· Fatal (Killed) Injury: 
Human casualties who sustained injuries which caused death less than 30 days after the accident

· Grievous/ Serious Injury:
An injury for which a person is detained in hospital as an ‘in-patient’, or any of the following injuries whether or not they are detained in hospital: fractures, concussion, internal injuries, crushing, burns (excluding friction burns), severe cuts and lacerations, severe general shock requiring medical treatment and injuries causing death 30 or more days after the accident.

· Simple/ Slight injury:
An injury of a minor character such as a sprain (including neck whiplash injury), bruise or cut which are not judged to be severe, or slight shock requiring roadside attention. This definition includes injuries not requiring medical treatment.

· Children: 
Persons under 16 years of age (except where otherwise stated) are children.

· Adults: 

Persons aged 16 years and over (except where otherwise stated) are adults.

· Pedestrians: 
Includes people riding toy cycles on the footway, people pushing bicycles, people pushing or pulling other vehicles or operating pedestrian-controlled vehicles, those leading or herding animals, occupants of prams or wheelchairs and people who alight safely from vehicles and are subsequently injured.

· Passengers: 
Occupants of vehicles, other than the person in control, including pillion passengers

· Drivers: 
Persons in control of vehicles other than pedal cycles and two-wheeled motor vehicles
[image: image1.png]




