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what is public
engagement?

ug and pg

teaching students

advertising courses students doing it

schools
raising awareness

local community

adult education

amenities charities

revenue

engagement grants

research
grants

public relations

good PR

the public

education

entertainment

dissemination

source of data

informing research

public doing research

research



why do public
engagement?

for you
for your university

for the greater good

leads to income

better research

cv

understanding
your research

stats to report
networking

new angles

enjoyable

better informed public

health and society

environment

consumers

voters

inspire new generation

better public attitude

toward universities toward research

profile

better teaching

personal
development

public funding

public engagementresearch



in what ways can public
engagement be done?

public lectures

exhibitions

school visits school outings teacher training

internet

TV/radio

newspapers

magazines

books

workshops

open days

drop insconsultations

debates

policy events
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tips

languagedefine

be creative

media

PR office

think like
a journalist

deadlines

style

angle

can you call me
back in 10 mins?

audience

consider the
benefit to you

prioritise

beware clichés
& stock answers

preparation evaluation

formalinformal

involve in design

keep good records

careful about
stereotypes

gender

objectives

Beltane network

don’t overcomplicate

low tech can be good



why are leaves green?

because chlorophyll is green

chlorophyll is a special chemical involved in photosynthesis

are all leaves green?

why aren’t leaves black?

why is chlorophyll green?

why is it chlorophyll?

what does the colour ‘green’ mean anyway?



how do aeroplanes fly?

because they have wings

wings produce lift

air going over the top goes faster so has lower pressure

…erm… something about Bernoulli’s principle

???



the complications

mismatch of aims

time

conflicting priorities

researcher promotion

REF middle management
insurance

ethics

criminal records

data protection

health & safety

funding



some examples

















so what can
we do now?



www.beltanenetwork.org

http://www.beltanenetwork.org/?page_id=362
http://www.beltanenetwork.org/?page_id=362
http://www.beltanenetwork.org/?page_id=180
http://www.beltanenetwork.org/?page_id=180
http://www.beltanenetwork.org/?page_id=184
http://www.beltanenetwork.org/?page_id=184
http://opportunities.beltanenetwork.org/
http://opportunities.beltanenetwork.org/


Saturday Dec 1st

The Stand Comedy Club



Tuesday Dec 18th

The Stand Comedy Club


