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Recent research points to up to 96% of students in 

one Dutch university owning a laptop, tablet or 

smartphone (Kobus et al, 2013) it has also been the 

case that while some universities have encouraged 

the use of mobile devices such as these during 

lectures, others have banned their use (Fried, 2008). 

 

 Anecdotal evidence from some lecturer colleagues at 

UCLan suggests that the use of mobile devices in 

lectures is gaining popularity, but their use remains 

largely non-structured and their incorporation in 

lectures is rare.   

 

It was observed that some students would 

photograph power point slides or photograph the 

lecturers’ board notes rather than copying them down 

themselves as the lecturer may have expected. In 

traditional pedagogy the copying of notes may be 

seen as a useful mechanism to remembering fact 

based information. What did the students do next with 

the information they had recorded in this way? 

 

 

  

INTRODUCTION 

A quantitative based questionnaire was formulated, piloted and subsequently 
completed by 118 GB-ACE students during May 2014. Courses targeted ranged 
from undergraduate to post graduate and included home, international, full and 
part time  students.  

METHODOLOGY 

RESULTS  

CONCLUSIONS 

The results showed that over 95% of students owned a mobile device of some sort and 

69% do regularly use them for both social and learning purposes during their lectures. 

Worryingly 35% of students would not save or otherwise delete what they had recorded. 

The Use Of Mobile Devices By UCLan GB-ACE Students 
As An Aid To Learning 

By understanding from the students themselves what happens next to the information they 

record, lecturers may be able to adjust their own approach to knowledge dissemination in a 

manner that matches the students own expectations regarding the role of technology in the 

classroom, thus enhancing the learner experience. 

• To determine the general rates of use of 

mobile devices among UCLan GB-ACE 

students in lectures. 

 

• To identify whether students use mobile 

devices for social purposes during lectures. 

 

• To uncover if & how students record and 

subsequently use the information they have 

obtained. 
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